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AN ACT to amend and reenact §15-2B-3 and §15-2B-5 of the Code
of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, all relating to authorizing
the West Virginia State Police to cnter into agreements with the

Marshall University Forensic Science Center; and adding and
amending definitions.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

That §15-2B-3 and §15-2B-5 of the Code of West Virginia,
1931, as amended, be amended and reenacted, all to read as follows:

ARTICLE 2B. DNA DATA.

§15-2B-3. Definitions.
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As used in this article:

(1) “CODIS” means the Federal Bureau of
Investigation’s Combined DNA Index System that allows the
storage and exchange of DNA records submitted by federal,
state and local forensic DNA laboratories. The term
“CODIS” includes the National DNA Index System
administered and operated by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.

(2) “Conviction” includes convictions by a jury or court,
guilty plea, or plea of nolo contendere.

(3) “Criminal justice agency” means an agency or
institution of a federal, state or local government, other than
the office of public defender, which performs as part of its
principal function, relating to the apprehension, investigation,
prosecution, adjudication, incarceration, supervision or
rehabilitation of criminal offenders.

(4) “Division” means the West Virginia State Police.

(5) “DNA” means deoxyribonucleic acid. DNA is
located in the nucleus of cells and provides an individual’s
personal genetic blueprint. DNA encodes genetic
information that is the basis of human heredity and forensic
identification.

(6) “DNA record” means DNA identification information
stored in any state DNA database pursuant to this article.
The DNA record is the result obtained from DNA typing
tests. The DNA record is comprised of the characteristics of
a DNA sample which are of valuc in establishing the identity
of individuals. The results of all DNA identification tests on
an individual’s DNA sample are also included as a “DNA
record”.






